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distribution.— Coccotkrinax is confined to the tropics of the
New World. Two species, of which one is stemless, inhabit
southern Florida, and at least eleven other species are scattered
over several pf the West Indian Islands.
cultivation in europe.—All the species of this and the
next genus are stove palms. When young they should be kept
in a compost of loam, peat and sand; as they get older, turfy
loam and sand is preferable. Propagation is effected by seeds.
These should be obtained when freshly imported, sown in well-
drained pots or pans of sandy loam, and plunged in bottom heat.
i. Coceothrinax argentea Sargent in Bot. Gaz. XXrVTI (1899), 89.—
Beccari, Webbia, II (1907), 317.—Thrinax argentea -Lodd. in Desf. Cat. ed.
2, 31; Rcem. et Schult Syst. Veg- VII, 1300.—Mart. Hist. Nat. Palm. Ill,
256, t. 103, III.—Th. multiflora Mart. Hist. Nat. Palm. Ill, 255, t. 103,1.
a.7-7%. excetea Hart. Bot. Mag. t. 7088?
names.—Silver Thatch Palm, Silver-leaved Palmetto, Guano.
description —Stem reaching up to 40 feet high. Leaves
peltate, radiate, suborbicular, green above, whitish or almost
silvery below, in adult plants divided into about 60 segments
down to a little below the middle, in young plants much deeper.
Petiole very long and^ slender, depressed-biconvex with very
acute margins; ligule glaTbrous, subligneous, broadly subcordate,
prolonged in the centra into a triangular acuminate point;
larger segments of adult plant up to 3-£ feet long and l£—1£
inch broad at the .point where the segments divide, then narrow-
ing into a very acuminate point which is shortly split at the
apex; lateral segments gradually becoming narrower, longer
acuminate and more deeply divided. Spadix shorter than the
leaf, with a few partial inflorescences; primary spathes papery,
reddish brown or cinnamon-coloured, delicately striate, more or
less acuminate at the apex, on the ventral side of the upper part
open, with the margins entire or slightly filamentous-fibrous;
partial inflorescences forming panicles which are broadly ovate,
6-8 inches long with many flowering brawchlets inserted ir-
regularly on the principal axis; flowering branchlets filiform,
about 2*2 inch thick, the lowest ones 3^—4 inches long, the uppe*
ones a little shorter, with numerous flowers spirally arranged
and borne on pedicels ^—\> iuch long. Perianth low-cupular,
divided almost to the base into 6 narrow subulate teeth; stamens
usually 9, anther$ linear, iV inch long, spirally contorted, obtuse

